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Clinical presentation, treatment and outcome in 31 dogs with presumed primary colorectal
lymphoma (2001-2013).
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Abstract
The objective of this multicentre retrospective study was to describe clinical presentation,
treatment and outcome and to determine prognostic factors for dogs with presumed primary
colorectal lymphoma (PCRL). A total of 31 dogs were included. The predominant features of
PCRL were high grade (n = 18) and immunophenotype B (n =24). Most dogs were substage b
(n=25) with higher prevalence of haematochezia (n =20). One dog had surgery only. Thirty
dogs received chemotherapy; amongst them 13 had surgery or radiotherapy. Progression free
survival (PFS) was 1318 days and disease-related median survival time (MST) was 1845 days.
Fourteen dogs were alive at the end of the study with a median follow-up time of 684 days (3-
4678 days). Younger dogs had longer PFS (P =0.031) and disease-related MST (P =0.01).
Presence of haematochezia corresponded with longer PFS (P = 0.02). Addition of local
treatment to chemotherapy did not significantly improve the outcome (P = 0.584). Canine PCRL
has considerably longer PFS and MST than other forms of non-Hodgkin's lymphoma.
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J Vet Intern Med. 2009 Mar-Apr;23(2):317-22.

Efficacy of combination chemotherapy for treatment of gastrointestinal lymphoma in dogs.
Rassnick KM, Moore AS, Collister KE, Northrup NC, Kristal O, Chretin JD, Bailey DB.
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BACKGROUND:

Chemotherapy for multicentric canine lymphoma has favorable results. The gastrointestinal (Gl)
tract is the most common extranodal site of canine lymphoma, but there have been no
prospective studies to determine outcome when dogs with Gl lymphoma are treated with
chemotherapy.

HYPOTHESIS:

Treatment with a multiagent chemotherapy protocol is associated with a poor outcome in dogs
with Gl lymphoma.

ANIMALS:

Eighteen dogs with histologically confirmed Gl lymphoma.

METHODS:

Prospective clinical trial in which dogs with GI lymphoma were treated with a 20-week
combination chemotherapy protocol consisting of induction and consolidation phases.
RESULTS:

Thirteen dogs had primary Gl lymphoma and 5 had multicentric lymphoma with Gl involvement.
The majority of the lymphomas (63%) were of T-cell origin. Overall remission rate was 56%; 9
dogs achieved a complete remission for a median of 86 days (range, 22-420 days) and 1 dog
achieved a partial remission for 26 days. Overall median survival time was 77 days (range, 6-
700 days). Dogs that failed to achieve a remission (10 versus 117 days; P=.002) or had
diarrhea at initial presentation (70 versus 700 days; P < .001) had shorter survival times.
CONCLUSION AND CLINICAL IMPORTANCE:

The response and survival of dogs with Gl lymphoma treated with multiagent chemotherapy is
poor but long-term survival is possible.
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Clinical outcomes of 30 cases (1997-2004) of canine gastrointestinal lymphoma.

Frank JD, Reimer SB, Kass PH, Kiupel M.
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In 30 cases of canine gastrointestinal lymphoma, each case was localized to the stomach, small
intestine, large intestine, or two or more sites. Treatments consisted of surgery alone (n=4),
surgery with chemotherapy (n=8), chemotherapy alone (n=15), or supportive care (n=3). Four
dogs died, 24 were euthanized, and two are currently alive. Median survival time for all cases
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was 13 days. In both surviving dogs, the site of lymphoma was the large intestine. Canine
gastrointestinal lymphoma is a severe disease that warrants a poor to grave prognosis.
However, cases of colorectal origin may have longer survival times.



