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A dexamethasone, melphalan, actinomycin-D and cytarabine chemotherapy protocol as

a rescue treatment for feline lymphoma.

Elliott J, Finotello R.
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Nineteen cats with relapsed high-grade/large-cell lymphoma were treated with actinomycin-

D and cytarabine (DMAC). All cats had received Cyclophosphamide, Vincristine, Prednisolone
(COP) as first-line chemotherapy and most cats had received at least 2 prior rescue agents with
14 of 19 having received both epirubicin and lomustine. Five cats (26%) exhibited a response
(defined as an improvement or resolution of tumour-associated clinical signs/tumour volume, or
complete/partial response) to chemotherapy though no patients received more than 2 cycles of
DMAC. Most cats tolerated the protocol well though 3 patients exhibited Veterinary Cooperative
Oncology Group (VCOG) grade 4 neutropenia and 1 patient exhibited grade 4
thrombocytopenia. The median progression-free survival and overall survival from starting
DMAC were 14 and 17 days respectively. There is still an unmet need for successful rescue
chemotherapy protocol for cats with relapsed lymphoma.
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Mechlorethamine, vincristine, melphalan and prednisolone rescue chemotherapy protocol for
resistant feline lymphoma.

Martin OA, Price J.
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Objectives The goals of this retrospective study were to evaluate the use of mechlorethamine,
vincristine, melphalan and prednisolone (MOMP) chemotherapy for rescue of feline lymphoma,
to describe the protocol's toxicity and to determine prognostic indicators for progression-free
survival. Methods The medical records of 12 cats treated with MOMP chemotherapy at the
University of Tennessee Veterinary Medical Center between 2007 and 2017 were evaluated.
Parameters assessed included lymphoma cell size, anatomical location, number of previous
chemotherapy drugs and number of previous rescue protocols received. Chemotherapy-related
toxicity was also described. Results Seven of 12 cats responded to this rescue protocol.

Three cats experienced complete response and four cats achieved partial response for a
median duration of 39 days (range 14-345 days). Cats that achieved complete response had a
significantly longer median progression-free survival than cats that did not respond to treatment.
Five of 12 cats developed hematologic toxicity (neutropenia) and one cat developed
gastrointestinal toxicity. Toxicity was mild in most cases; no cats needed to be hospitalized.
Neutropenia was associated with increased progression-free survival. Conclusions and
relevance MOMP is a safe and effective rescue chemotherapy protocol for cats with relapsing
and refractory lymphoma.
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Evaluation of lomustine as a rescue agent for cats with resistant lymphoma.
Dutelle AL, Bulman-Fleming JC, Lewis CA, Rosenberg MP.
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This retrospective study evaluated the use of lomustine as a rescue agent for 39 cases of
resistant feline lymphoma. Parameters assessed included lymphocyte cell size, number of
previous chemotherapy drugs and number of previous chemotherapy protocols received, time
from lymphoma diagnosis to initiation of lomustine therapy, body weight and anatomic location
of lymphoma. Cell size, number of previous chemotherapy drugs, number of previous
chemotherapy protocols and anatomic location were all significant prognostic factors for the
progression-free interval. Twenty-one cats (54%) received more than one dose of lomustine.
The overall median progression-free interval (MPFI) was 39 days (range 7-708 days). The MPFI
for large versus small and intermediate cell lymphomas was 21 versus 169 days, respectively.
The MPFI for gastrointestinal versus non-gastrointestinal lymphomas was 180 versus 25.5
days, respectively. Lomustine has an acceptable efficacy and safety for use as a rescue agent
in feline lymphoma.
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